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Abstract:

Climate change is likely to increase the frequency and intensity of water-related hazards on human
populations. This has generated security concerns and calls for urgent policy action. However, the simplified
narrative that links climate change to security via water and violent conflict is wanting. First, it is not
confirmed by empirical evidence. Second, it ignores the varied character and implications of hydro-climatic
hazards, the multi-faceted nature of conflict and adaptive action, and crucial intricacies of security.
Integrating for the first time research and findings from diverse disciplines, we provide a more nuanced
picture of the climate-water-security nexus. We consider findings from the transboundary waters, armed
conflict, vulnerability, and political ecology literatures and specify the implications and priorities for policy
relevant research. Although the social effects of future hydro-climatic change cannot be safely predicted,
there is a good understanding of the factors that aggravate risks to social wellbeing. To reduce vulnerability,
pertinent democratic and social/civil security institutions should be strengthened where they exist, and
promoted where they are still absent.
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Resource Description

Exposure :  

weather or climate related pathway by which climate change affects health

 Extreme Weather Event, Food/Water Quality, Food/Water Security, Human Conflict/Displacement

Extreme Weather Event: Drought, Flooding

Geographic Feature:  

resource focuses on specific type of geography

 Freshwater, None or Unspecified

Geographic Location:  

resource focuses on specific location

 Global or Unspecified

Health Impact:  

specification of health effect or disease related to climate change exposure
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 Health Outcome Unspecified

Resource Type:  

format or standard characteristic of resource

 Policy/Opinion, Review

Timescale:  

time period studied

 Time Scale Unspecified
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